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“The Resurrection”

I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me--that Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.  He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, as the Scriptures said.    

(1 Corinthians 15:3-4 NLT)

Happy Resurrection Sunday!  We celebrate our Lord’s resurrection from the dead on this day.  Welcome to this time of worship.  

Today we will look at the key tenet of Christianity and of world history: The Resurrection.  Is it true or false?  It can’t be part of both.  It is one or the other. We are making a case for our celebration.  Much has been said to cast doubt on the truthfulness of the Resurrection story.  It is a story that is extremely well-founded in truth and excellent documentation.  You shall see this as we simply read the Bible together. 

· Where is Jesus?

Our key verse for today gives us the whereabouts of the body of Jesus.  If the critics could find just one weak link in the accounts of these three days in the life of Jesus, then maybe they could unravel the linchpin of Christianity: the resurrection.

1) At 9:00 am He is on the cross between two thieves outside Jerusalem

It was nine o'clock in the morning when the crucifixion took place.    (Mark 15:25 NLT)

Mark’s gospel speaks in concert with the other three.  Jesus is crucified outside of Jerusalem between two thieves.  There is no doubt who this man was.  The Romans knew it, Pilate knew it, Herod knew it, the Sanhedrin knew it, Caiaphas knew it, and the people knew it.  The identity is not in doubt: this man is Jesus.  The whole city knew it.

2) He is pronounced dead by 3:00 pm

By this time it was noon, and darkness fell across the whole land until three o'clock.   The light from the sun was gone. And suddenly, the thick veil hanging in the Temple was torn apart.  Then Jesus shouted, "Father, I entrust my spirit into your hands!" And with those words he breathed his last.    (Luke 23:44-46 NLT)

When Jesus had tasted it, he said, "It is finished!" Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  The Jewish leaders didn't want the victims hanging there the next day, which was the Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath at that, because it was the Passover), so they asked Pilate to hasten their deaths by ordering that their legs be broken. Then their bodies could be taken down.   So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men crucified with Jesus.    But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was dead already, so they didn't break his legs.  One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a spear, and blood and water flowed out.    (John 19:30-34 NLT)

Putting these two accounts (Luke and John) together, we can fill out the larger picture.  By three o’clock Jesus gives up His spirit; He’s dead!  The man Who had never sinned took on the sin of the entire world.  He took our place.  He was not killed, He gave up His life.  The Roman soldiers had been ordered to break the legs of these crucifixion victims. When they came to Him, He was already dead.  So, they did not break a bone of His body.  OT Prophecy was again fulfilled to the letter.  A soldier did, however, thrust a spear in His side.  From the description, it is apparent he punctured the pericardium; blood and water flowed out.  Remember, this happened after He was pronounced dead.  There is no doubt; He’s dead!

3) His body is released to two Jewish leaders

Afterward Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret disciple of Jesus (because he feared the Jewish leaders), asked Pilate for permission to take Jesus' body down. When Pilate gave him permission, he came and took the body away.   Nicodemus, the man who had come to Jesus at night, also came, bringing about seventy-five pounds of embalming ointment made from myrrh and aloes.    (John 19:38-39 NLT)

It is very unusual that a non-family member was given possession of the body of Jesus.  Both Joseph and Nicodemus were members of the Sanhedrin.  An OT prophecy stated that Jesus would be with the rich in His death.  Well, Joseph is gives Him his personal tomb.  The Bible speaks of the garden.  It is a place that is very near the site of crucifixion (Golgotha); probably what is known as today as “the garden tomb.”

Please note that this is a much watched event by many people.  So far, this body has not been out of sight.

4) He is prepared for burial
Nicodemus, the man who had come to Jesus at night, also came, bringing about seventy-five pounds of embalming ointment made from myrrh and aloes.   Together they wrapped Jesus' body in a long linen cloth with the spices, as is the Jewish custom of burial.    (John 19:39-40 NLT)

They came prepared to “bury” the body of Jesus.  The honesty of the accounts show that none of Jesus’ disciples were expecting a resurrection.  Nor is there a shred of evidence for a theft of the body.  These men are giving Jesus a proper burial, one fit for a king.

5) He is laid in a borrowed tomb
The place of crucifixion was near a garden, where there was a new tomb, never used before.   And so, because it was the day of preparation before the Passover and since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.    (John 19:41-42 NLT)

Just get your mind around this concept for a moment: “a borrowed tomb.”  Now Joseph of Arimathea did not see it this way at the time, but the story takes a different twist than he or any of the disciples expected.  Resurrection was not in his mind.  It is noteworthy that they wrapped the body in the typical way and laid it on this shelf hewn out of rock.  Everything was done in order.

6) Roman soldiers seal and guard the tomb for three days

The next day--on the first day of the Passover ceremonies--the leading priests and Pharisees went to see Pilate.  They told him, "Sir, we remember what that deceiver once said while he was still alive: 'After three days I will be raised from the dead.'  So we request that you seal the tomb until the third day. This will prevent his disciples from coming and stealing his body and then telling everyone he came back to life! If that happens, we'll be worse off than we were at first."    Pilate replied, "Take guards and secure it the best you can."  So they sealed the tomb and posted guards to protect it.    (Mat 27: 62-66 NLT)

The Passover was beginning.  It makes sense that this is when the Jewish leaders went to Pilate to request guards.  They were worried about theft of the body and a deception that Jesus was alive.  The tomb is sealed with a Roman seal.  Guards are in place.  Now, the stone was huge and very heavy.  We know that the women could not move it, but the seal would insure that they knew if anyone attempted to enter the tomb.

Again we must note that Jesus is under constant surveillance. The guards are even there to witness the presence of the angels and the `earthquake on Sunday morning.

7) The tomb is empty on Sunday morning

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance.  She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, "They have taken the Lord's body out of the tomb, and I don't know where they have put him!"    (John 20:1-2 NLT)

Mary Magdalene finds it empty.  Peter and John find it empty.  Other women find it empty.  The innocence of the recorded dialogue with Mary shows again that she is not expecting a resurrection.  This further proves the point of the accuracy of these accounts.  They all refer to an empty tomb.

8) Jesus is sighted alive 

She glanced over her shoulder and saw someone standing behind her. It was Jesus, but she didn't recognize him.  "Why are you crying?" Jesus asked her. "Who are you looking for?" She thought he was the gardener. "Sir," she said, "if you have taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him."   "Mary!" Jesus said. She turned toward him and exclaimed, "Teacher!"    (John 20:14-16 NLT)

This passage begins a series of accounts in the Gospels and in 1 Corinthians that give eyewitness testimony of seeing Jesus alive after His burial.  As we pose the question, where’s the body, here we must deal with a body that has risen from the dead.  He was dead, He was buried, He did not leave the sight of careful watchmen (politicians, religious leaders, disciples, guards, soldiers – all people who had a vested interest in knowing exactly where His body was), He was alive.

9) He indwells His disciples who go on to “turn the world upside down” 

(Acts 17:6 NKJV)  But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, "These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.

Just read your history and see what happened.  This small little “sect” has become a force of history with billions of followers. Every oppressive government in history has tried to knock them out. 

10)  He is revealed as many disciples willingly die for their faith

(Acts 7:59-60 NASB)  And they went on stoning Stephen as he called upon the Lord and said, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!" {60} And falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them!" And having said this, he fell asleep.
Just read Fox’s Book of Martyrs and you will see the trail of blood in history spilled by believers in Jesus.

· Is the case made?

You must answer the question for yourself.  Pretend you are on the jury that is sent out with this body of evidence and testimony.  What can you say?  Remember, you will be held to the same historical standards with every other bit of history that we accept today.  You will not be given the privilege of scrutiny beyond accepted means.  You can not dishonestly concoct other litmus tests for Jesus and His resurrection that you would not employ on all other history.

1) Jesus is accounted for at every moment during His death, burial, and resurrection

We went through the documents step by step.  The whereabouts of Jesus’ body are accounted for every moment from the cross to the resurrection.

2) The New Testament accounts are very convincing
These accounts are convincing.  They do not have the air of being contrived.  The humanness and honesty of the characters shine through.  These books have not been “cooked.”

3) There are no credible witnesses to contradict the eyewitness testimony

The only claim at the time of the events that something else happened was the explanation that the Jewish leaders tried to provide the guards:

As the women were on their way into the city, some of the men who had been guarding the tomb went to the leading priests and told them what had happened.  A meeting of all the religious leaders was called, and they decided to bribe the soldiers.   They told the soldiers, "You must say, 'Jesus' disciples came during the night while we were sleeping, and they stole his body.'  If the governor hears about it, we'll stand up for you and everything will be all right."  So the guards accepted the bribe and said what they were told to say. Their story spread widely among the Jews, and they still tell it today.    (Mat 28:11-15 NLT)

But, even this claim is addressed in the eyewitness testimony. 

That is exactly why we must proceed to the “checkout line” and ask our last large question of the day …

· What is your verdict?

We are not asking you for someone else’s verdict.  Remember, it is you that has been picked for this jury.  Is it TRUE OR FALSE?????

1) Are the facts convincing?

This is a large body of evidence.  Is it convincing?

2) Is there anyone like Him?

After you have answered that first question, you must look at this man Jesus.  Is there anyone like Him?

3) Is He the Son of God?

What does this body of evidence say about His identity?  Is He Who He claims to be?  Is He the risen Son of God?

4) What will you do with Him?

Again, we bring you to this climactic point.  You CAN NOT not decide about Him.  If you are truly seeking the facts about this man, you have heard them today.

Many of you have idly accepted this story all your life.  Yet, you have not dealt with the radical nature of this story.  The testimony is either true or false.  If it is true, then Jesus is all He claimed to be.  You can not marginalize this.

Jesus changes lives wherever He is allowed to go.  Does He have access to you?  
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