Series: Biblical Values that Shape the Future
#3 – “Community”
All the believers were together and shared everything.    

(Acts 2:44 NCV)

· What is community?
Definition:

It is a group joined together by a common place, purpose, or position.
Spiritual Definition:

It is God and His people joined together with one another for God’s eternal purposes. 

Defining Passage from Jesus’ high priestly prayer:

(John 17:20-23 NLT)  "I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me because of their testimony. {21} My prayer for all of them is that they will be one, just as you and I are one, Father--that just as you are in me and I am in you, so they will be in us, and the world will believe you sent me. {22} "I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are-- {23} I in them and you in me, all being perfected into one. Then the world will know that you sent me and will understand that you love them as much as you love me.

· Why do we need it?

1) It is the way you are wired
(Gen 2:18 NLT)  And the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a companion who will help him."
2) It is God’s way
(John 17:11 NLT)  Now I am departing the world; I am leaving them behind and coming to you. Holy Father, keep them and care for them--all those you have given me--so that they will be united just as we are.

3) It is the cry of your soul
(Psa 42:1-2 NLT)  As the deer pants for streams of water, so I long for you, O God. {2} I thirst for God, the living God. When can I come and stand before him?

4) Your circumstances demand it

(Eph 6:12 NLT)  For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms.

· Why is it so important to God?

1) It models the nature of God

(Mat 11:27 NLT)  "My Father has given me authority over everything. No one really knows the Son except the Father, and no one really knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him."

2) It invites His presence naturally

(Acts 4:13 NLT)  The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they could see that they were ordinary men who had had no special training. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.

3) It models His design and purpose of life
(John 17:21 NLT)  My prayer for all of them is that they will be one, just as you and I are one, Father--that just as you are in me and I am in you, so they will be in us, and the world will believe you sent me.

4) It is a warm-up for eternity

(John 14:3 NASB)  "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

5) It means that you are hearing from God

(John 10:26-30 NLT)  But you don't believe me because you are not part of my flock. {27} My sheep recognize my voice; I know them, and they follow me. {28} I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them away from me, {29} for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. So no one can take them from me. {30} The Father and I are one."

· What does it look like?

1) It looks like a flock
"Jesus asked Simon Peter, 'Do you really love me?' 'Yes Lord,' said Peter. "Then take care of my sheep.'"   John 21:16-17

2) It looks like a body
The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up only one body. So it is with the body of Christ.  (1 Corinthians 12:12)

3) It looks like a family
"You should be like one big happy family, full of sympathy toward each other, loving one another with tender hearts and humble minds."  1 Peter 3:8 (LB)

4) It looks like a fellowship
"They continued steadily learning the teaching of the apostles, and joined in the fellowship..."  Acts. 2:42 (Ph)

5) It looks like a church
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  (Acts 2:1)

· What is the cycle of community?

A) God to men
B) Men to God

C) God to other men - Men to other men

D) Other men to God

· What you can do?

1) Examine your present relationships
2) Begin where God has put you

3) Open yourself to relationships in the church
4) Join a lifegroup
5) Prepare yourself and those connected to you for the next season on God’s timeclock
